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PURPOSE & SIGNIFICANCE  

Funding agencies are important research brokering organizations as they support national research 
infrastructure and shape research agendas through their funding priorities and requirements for 
researchers.  Researchers are under increasing pressure to mobilize their research more widely with 
non-academic audiences and to demonstrate the impact of their work; however, little is known about 
how funding agencies globally are promoting and supporting KMb and research impact agendas.  
Tetroe et al. (2008) conducted an international study to explore knowledge translation policy, 
expectations, and activities of health research funding agencies.  No empirical study of this kind exists 
for social science funding agencies; as a result, this RIPPLE study seeks to replicate the Tetroe et al. 
(2008) study for Social Science funding agencies in Canada, the USA, the European Union, Australia 
and New Zealand.  The study makes two significant contributions.  First, it provides empirical 
evidence comparing how social science funding agencies globally are approaching research 
mobilization and impact – an area that has not been systematically explored.  Second, it provides an 
overview of resources (created by funders) for researchers to increase the impact of their work.  

RESEARCH QUESTION & CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK 

 
 
 
 

How are social science funding 
agencies promoting (through 
requirements for researchers) 
and supporting (through agency 
initiatives) KMb and research 
impact?   

 
 
 

METHODS 

This study provides a comprehensive environmental scan of social science agencies’ (N=39) promotion and 
support of KMb and research impact across 32 countries including Canada, the USA, the European Union, 
Australia and New Zealand.  Environmental scans are not simply ad hoc online searches; rather, Conway 
(2009) highlights that environmental scanning is formal and systematic, using “formal methodologies for 
obtaining information for a specific purpose” (p. 2).  The purpose of this environmental scan is to provide a 
systematic empirical overview of emerging international indicators (operational measures of 
environmental analysis), trends (systematic variation of indicators over time) and patterns (clusters of 
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trends) in relation to KMb and research impact globally (Costa, 1995).  To ensure reliability and a 
systematic process to analyzing data from each funding agency, we created a coding manual for data 
extraction of 60 common elements organized by the conceptual framework (Table 1). 

 
Table 1- Data extraction elements (N=60)organized by dimensions of conceptual framework  

1. Conceptualizing KMb and Research Impact 

Terminology & Examples 

1.1 Definitions of KMb  
1.2 Definitions of research impact 
1.3 Examples of research outcomes 
1.4 Examples of research impact 

indicators 
1.5 Case studies of research impact 
1.6 Best practices for KMb/impact 

Organizational capacity 

1.7 Explicit or implicit mention of 
KMb in mission and mandate 

1.8 Dedicated KMb roles 
1.9 KMb/research impact 

department 
1.10  Open access policies 
1.11  Other KMb policies 

Evaluation of KMb initiatives 

1.12  Evaluation of KMb or research 
impact 

1.13  Recognition or Awards for 
KMb/ research impact  

2. Requirements of Researchers  

At time of Application 

2.1 Partner with stakeholders 
2.2 State bottom line relevance 
2.3 Provide lay summary 
2.4 Define KMb audience 
2.5 Provide KMb plan 
2.6 Describe Research Impact  

At End of Study 

2.7 Final report 
2.8 Publish findings 
2.9 Lay summary of results 
2.10 Report for decision-makers 
2.11 Report on communication 

activities 
2.12 Attend agency workshops 

Allowable Expenses 

2.13 Dissemination 
2.14 Publication  
2.15 Open access 
2.16 Web development 
2.17 Translation (other language) 
2.18 Workshop 

3. Agency Initiatives 

Funding 

3.1 Fund targeted 
workshops 

3.2 Produce/fund 
journals 

3.3 Fund KMb centers 
3.4 Fund conference 

grants 
3.5 Fund teams of 

investigators 
3.6 Fund Chairs (KMb 

focus) 
3.7 Overview of all KMb 

related grants and 
funding mechanisms 

 

Services 

3.8 Helps researchers with 
writing, 
communication with 
media, etc. 

3.9 Policy, research 
synthesis 

3.10 Fund/organize 
lectures 

3.11 Funds/ assists with 
commercialization 
possibilities 

 

Tools & Techniques 

3.12 Push mechanisms 
3.13 Audience tailored 

publications 
3.14 Audience tailored 

webpages 
3.15 Lay summaries on 

website 
3.16 Use of news media 
3.17 -3.20Use of social 

media (Facebook, 
Twitter, LinkedIn, 
YouTube) 

3.21 Use of multimedia to 
convey impact stories 

3.22 Develops tools 
3.23 Use of drama 

Linkage 

3.24 Organize video 
conferences 

3.25 Create/fund networks 
3.26 Linkage and exchange 
3.27 Meta-linkages 
3.28 Consult stakeholders 

to set agenda 
3.29 Programmes for 

decision-makers 

Our methods to create the coding manual included seven steps: (1) creating the data collection 
instrument, (2) writing a detailed coding manual, (3) circulating the instrument and coding 
manual to a group of KMb specialists for feedback, (4) refining the tool based on feedback, (5) 
piloting the tool across multiple raters on common funding agencies, (6) meeting to discuss 
results and, (7) refining categories and the tool where needed.  Please see our website to 
download the Coding Manual for this project.  
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FINDINGS AT A GLANCE 
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IMPLICATIONS 

 
(1) Need for conceptual clarity so that universities and researchers understand how to operationalize 

and implement KMb and research impact mandates  
(2) We need to move beyond a "fund and forget" model, with sustained and targeted funding for 

dissemination and translation efforts AFTER empirical research has concluded  
(3) More capacity-building, coordinated at funder level, is needed to help universities and 

researchers meet new demands especially relating to working with non-academic audiences. 
(4) Funders could play an integral role in advancing the Science of KMb through making greater 

investments in studies exploring the effectiveness of different KMb strategies and indicators 
(5) Funders could be the hub where the public finds research through databases, stakeholder 

targeted short summaries, and videos that are created and uploaded with final research reports. 
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ABOUT RIPPLE: 
Dr. Amanda Cooper, Assistant Professor in the Faculty of Education at Queen’s University, is 
the Principal Investigator of RIPPLE.  RIPPLE (Research Informing Policy, Practice and 
Leadership in Education) is a program of research, training and knowledge mobilization 
aimed at learning more about how knowledge brokering can increase research use and its 
impact by leveraging multi-stakeholder collaboration.  For more information visit: 
WWW.RIPPLENETWORK.CA   
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